vi                                         PREFACE
expenditure involved of their time and of their knowledge can be
repaid only by a few words inadequately expressive of an editor's
gratitude. My only regret is that I have not another quarter of a
century of life to spend in such good company.
IRENE A. WRIGHT
THE DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE,                                 February 1951
WASHINGTON,    D.G.
FOREWORD
THE present volume, the third of Miss Wright's collection of docu-
ments from the Archives of the Indies at Seville* covers the years
1583 to 1594, and, like its predecessors, it was the contemporary
Spanish view, from officials and private men, of occurrences in the
Caribbean hitherto known only from English accounts. The docu-
ments cover the transition to recognised war, the campaign of Drake
in 1585-63 and the privateering of the years that followed. They
present us with important new material particularly on Drake at
Santo Domingo and Cartagena. The Society is indeed fortunate to
have been able to produce these three volumes, which together form
a collection that rounds off the evidence for a great passage of
history and are comparable in value to the English documents edited
by Sir Julian Corbett and Sir John Laughton for the Navy Records
Society at the end of the last century. In the story of all such voyages
as those of the Elizabethan seamen there are two points of view,
distinct and complementary, that of the invaders with their minds
on themselves, their equipment and their purposes, and that of the
defenders, settled in their colonies and regarding the intruders as a
disturbance. For the Caribbean area, at least, we now have both
aspects for the greater part of the Elizabethan age. Our debt to Miss
Wright's research and editing is not easy to express.
J.  A. WILLIAMSON
*The two preceding yolumes are: Spanish Documents concerning English Voyages to
the Caribbean 15*7-1568 (1928); and Documents concerning English Voyages to the
Spainish Main 1569-1580 (1932).